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Standing Together Sunday
Standing Together Sunday is an opportunity for churches across Britain and Ireland to unite in prayer and lament, and to stand against the increasing levels of serious youth violence. In 2021 there were 31 teenagers murdered in London, and 42 in total across England and Wales.
We hope Standing Together Sunday will inspire a passionate response of love and practical action from the Church towards the young people and families whose lives are devastated by the realities of youth violence.
We have provided this resource to support churches as they respond prayerfully and practically to the serious youth violence crisis. Standing Together Sunday is on 16th July 2023 but this resource can be used at any time.
Suggested readings and prayers for your service
Amos 5:14-15, 24
Loving God, we stand together in seeking You today. We commit ourselves to being people who will stand for truth, fairness and justice. We pray that You stir us to never ‘pass by on the other side’, that we will never ‘look the other way’, that we will not grow weary in compassion or well doing. Help us to encourage and lovingly challenge all those in authority – leaders in national and local Government, the Police and the health and social services. We call out to You, the God of justice, to stir us to work without ceasing for a society where justice and righteousness flood this land! Lord, let Your Kingdom come. Lord, let Your will be done.
Psalm 12:5,7-8
Loving Lord Jesus, you stand with the poor and the downtrodden. Today, we commit ourselves to doing the same thing. May we stand together in practical and tangible ways to help those who are vulnerable. Help us to use our resources, our time and our energy to protect all those who are in any kind of danger. Enable us to see ways of providing safe spaces for all. Help us to demonstrate a deep love within our families, a love which overflows to our neighbours in distress and those in need. Lord, let Your Kingdom come. Lord, let Your will be done.
Luke 13:34
Lord Jesus, the One who wept over the City of Jerusalem, today You weep with us over our country. Stretch out Your loving arms over our children. Deliver us from evil. Protect us from danger. Give our children the wisdom, desire and courage to run to You for cover, and to find in You that security and peace that the world cannot give. Today on behalf of our country, we stand together to say, “We are willing, we want to live under the shadow of Your wings.”
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