Standing Together weekend resources 


Reflection and prayers by Pastor Bola Ojo – Vice Chair of Synergy Network

The negative daily bombardment of bad news assails our senses constantly on all fronts, and in a myriad of ways.  The more we see, hear and experience about violence and hatred locally, nationally, and internationally can make us feel overwhelmed and helpless. However, God would not have us do that, for He and the full might of His power is for us. The word of God states that we who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ are “the salt of the earth,” who radiate Jesus, the light of the world. (Mathew 5:13). We are therefore to, “let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” Mathew 5:16. We can pray, and then, because we are followers of God, we put our beliefs into action, in the face of violence and hatred. Jesus Christ is our living hope. So, we pray, hope and act in faith and trust in God.

We pray against violence in all its forms. We pray for the transforming work of the Holy Spirit to flood people’s hearts to end hatred. Lord, soften hardened hearts by your Spirit. Enable people to love and not hate.  Deaden the insecurity and self-hate that makes people feel threatened and resort to violence. Nullify every negative lying voice.  Close the mouths of those spewing hatred especially through social media. Send revival, let there be repentance and renewal, an awakening in this nation, O God. I pray you will convict people of their thought life that makes them feel that violence is the answer. Make Your truth known, wrap all in your love, and God, may they hear: “Come to me you who suffer and are burdened and I will give you rest.” in the name of Jesus, Amen.

We pray for the many communities that have suffered great loss because of violence against young people. We pray for community leaders, medical personnel who care for the victims, Police officers who investigate the crimes and support families, funeral directors and pastors who minister to those in grief and pain. We ask for truth and justice to reign.

For each person, family affected by violence, Lord, may they sense your presence and experience the comfort that is only found in you.  Protect their fragile emotions and grant them your peace, that is beyond understanding. We remember siblings who may feel unnoticed at this traumatic time and ask that none will seek to deal with their pain in destructive ways. Provide young people with the knowledge they need to be secure and satisfied. We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

'Prayers of Lament' and 'Prayers of Action'

By Revd Steven Coulson – Vicar of St Marks Church, Kennington, London

The continuity themes are the prayers hinging on a verse of Scripture, and then all the prayers including the phrase 'standing together', and each prayer concluding with a congregational response. 

Either the compere or the first person praying needs to inform the congregation about the response after each prayer: 

LORD LET YOUR KINGDOM COME--------LORD LET YOUR WILL BE DONE

1. Prayers of Lament
Jeremiah 31. 15 This is what the LORD says: “A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.’
Loving God, we cry for the lives that have been tragically cut short. We weep with those who are weeping, praying for your sure and strong comfort hope in our pain. We pray for parents who continue to miss the children that they delighted to bring into the world. We stand together with them in all that they so dearly wanted for their children. Shine your light into our darkness, speak your hope into our despair, make sense from our confusion, bring your new life.
[bookmark: _Hlk4532917]LORD LET YOUR KINGDOM COME--------LORD LET YOUR WILL BE DONE

2 Chronicles 7. 14: If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
Loving God, today we stand together, and seek your face. We are crying out to you for your mercy, and we pray that you would give each one of us a desire to turn from our wicked ways. We repent of our failings; we acknowledge our wilful disobedience to your laws; we recognise our shortcomings in so many ways. Hear us, O Lord, from your throne of grace, and forgive us. Heal our land, heal our city, heal our communities, and lead us day by day to choose Life. 
LORD LET YOUR KINGDOM COME--------LORD LET YOUR WILL BE DONE 

Psalm 12 1 - 4
Help, LORD, for no one is faithful anymore; those who are loyal have vanished from the human race. Everyone lies to their neighbour; they flatter with their lips but harbour deception in their hearts.  May the LORD silence all flattering lips and every boastful tongue – those who say, ‘By our tongues we will prevail; our own lips will defend us – who is lord over us?’
Loving God, we stand together against the greed and wickedness that we see at every turn. We are dismayed at how far we have fallen. We stand together against greed, deception, fraud, lies, intimidation, exploitation, bullying, selfishness and arrogance. Help Lord for we see folly and infidelity in so many ways all around us. Keep us from slipping into thinking that violence is acceptable and normal. 
LORD LET YOUR KINGDOM COME--------LORD LET YOUR WILL BE DONE

Luke 13. 34  Jesus said, ‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.
Lord Jesus, the one who wept over the City of Jerusalem, today you weep with us over our City. Stretch out, we pray, your loving arms over our children. Deliver us from evil. Protect us from danger. Give our children the wisdom and will to run to you for cover, and to find in you that security and peace which the world cannot give. Today on behalf of our City, we stand together to say, “We are willing, we do so want to live under the shadow of your wings.”  
LORD LET YOUR KINGDOM COME--------LORD LET YOUR WILL BE DONE

Proverbs 14:34  Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin condemns any people.

Come Holy Spirit and revive us, we pray. We stand together in need of a fresh outpouring of your power. Fill the hearts of each one of us with your love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control. Heal our brokenness and divisions. Mend, we pray, our broken relationships, broken families, broken systems. Loving heavenly Father, turn the hearts of parents back to their children, and turn the hearts of our children and young people to their families. Let love and patience flourish in our homes, may neighbours delight in hospitality, may doing the right thing be the hallmark of every community. 
LORD LET YOUR KINGDOM COME--------LORD LET YOUR WILL BE DONE 


1. Prayers of Action
Amos 5. 14 – 15 Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, just as you say he is.  Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy. But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!

Loving God, we stand together in seeking you today. We commit ourselves to being people who will stand for truth, fairness and justice. We pray that you stir us to never ‘pass by on the other side’, that we will never ‘look the other way’, that we will not grow weary in compassion or well doing. Help us to encourage and challenge all those in authority – leaders in national and local Government, the Police and the Health and Social services. We call out to you, the God of justice, to stir us to work without ceasing for a society where justice and righteousness flood this land!
 LORD LET YOUR KINGDOM COME--------LORD LET YOUR WILL BE DONE

Psalm 12. 5 – 8   ‘Because the poor are plundered and the needy groan, I will now arise,’ says the LORD. ‘I will protect them from those who malign them.’  You, LORD, will keep the needy safe and will protect us for ever from the wicked,  who freely strut about when what is vile is honoured by the human race.
Loving Lord Jesus, you stand with the poor and the downtrodden. Today, we your people commit ourselves to doing the same thing. May we stand together in practical tangible ways of helping those who are vulnerable. Help us to use our resources, our time and energy to protect all who are in any kind of danger. Enable us to see ways of providing safe spaces for all. Help us to demonstrate a deep love within our families, a love which overflows to neighbours in distress and need. 
LORD LET YOUR KINGDOM COME--------LORD LET YOUR WILL BE DONE

John 13:34 Jesus said, “A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

Loving God, give us your heart to love one another. We stand together in praying that love would be the hallmark of every Christian, of every Church, of every Christian project, of every Church school. Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in each one of us. Let our love not be mere words but daily actions of service. Teach us to live sacrificially on behalf of others, and may we delight to be generous with our buildings, our money, our time.

LORD LET YOUR KINGDOM COME--------LORD LET YOUR WILL BE DONE

Romans 12. 1 – 2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.
Almighty and ever-loving God, we acknowledge we need transformation, and something radically different and better in so many areas of our shared life together. Standing together today, we declare our confidence in your better way. We will worship you with every aspect of our lives. Let our will, our priorities, our energies come under your transforming power. Let us discern clearly your good, pleasing and perfect will.
 LORD LET YOUR KINGDOM COME--------LORD LET YOUR WILL BE DONE

Philippians 4:8  Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.

Loving Father, we see a battle raging for the minds and attention of our young people. Our children and young people are assaulted by so many unhelpful messages and images. We pray against the decaying effects of violence, greed and pornography. Hold back, we pray, the power and influence of all that is destructive, wherever it may come from – be it music, the internet, or other media outlets. Cleanse our thoughts and words. We stand together praying for your glorious purity to win our hearts and minds.

LORD LET YOUR KINGDOM COME--------LORD LET YOUR WILL BE DONE

And now let us join in praying together – in which ever version or language you prefer – the Lord’s Prayer…

© Revd Stephen Coulson




‘The greatest love of all?’ A Reflection

By Richard Reddie – Director of Justice and Inclusion: Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 

How many of us are familiar with the lyrics from the song ‘The greatest love of all’, which was first recorded by George Benson, and later covered by Whitney Houston? I would argue that it’s a song that we often hear without truly listening to the lyrics. In an obvious way, children are the future. We often hear that they will inherit the world we have created (or made a mess of), and then seek to impress their values and ideas upon it. The question is, are we teaching them well? Are we investing in them in ways in which they will be able to lead? I would argue that when it comes to matters such as violence affecting young people, we, especially those in the Church, are not investing in our young people or providing a platform from which they can build a better future for themselves or the world. 

It truly amazes me how Christians display a complacency and nonchalance when it comes to this devastating phenomenon. On almost a weekly basis we hear about some act of callous violence involving our young people, and it seems as if nothing is said or done about this from our churches. I can’t think of the last time a number of key church leaders issued a statement condemning the mindless killings on their doorsteps, in the way they do for atrocities halfway around the world. Equally, they rarely organise or participate in direct action to draw attention to the wasteful loss of young lives in the same way that they do on certain theological or ethical issues. What’s more, certain churches, which shall remain nameless, are disposed to spending thousands of pounds bringing in a ‘star’ preacher or evangelist from abroad to head up a crusade to win souls for Christ, apparently unaware that as many souls are being lost at the hands of those who perpetrate knife crime.

In church we often sing a number of hymns and worship songs that speak of how God loves the ‘little children’, and we are all familiar with Jesus’ various interaction with young people in the Gospels. However, do we really share Jesus’ love for our young people? In Luke 17:2 Jesus said: ‘It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to stumble.’ Yet, we live in a country in which youth provision is regarded as ‘low hanging fruit’ when it comes to balancing the budget. The tens of thousands of jobs and services that were lost in 2010, after the Government’s ‘swingeing cuts’, devastated youth provision. In terms of churches, it can be argued that many do not prioritise youth provision in ways which engage with local communities. They rank discipleship matters with those in the church, over outreach with those in the local community. I am not calling for a binary approach but a holistic one that sees young people being placed ‘front and centre’ of any work that seeks to engage with hard-to-reach communities. I would argue that violence against young people is a life and death issue. If we truly care for human life, and want to see it safeguarded, we have to participate in the work to end this youth-related violence. 

I also believe that this is a safeguarding matter; it is not one that some can choose to opt out of. (Churches, thankfully, do not have the option of forgoing any safeguarding matters, for good reason.) Equally, they should not be able to palm-off their responsibility in this matter to a youthwork organisation or a particular practitioner. Such an approach results in this matter being marginalised and not regarded as a core aspect of the church’s mission. 

As Christians, we should never become desensitized to the loss of young lives on our collective consciousness. Equally, it should never be the situation where we are paralysed with uncertainty as to what we can do to address this violent scourge. So, let us use the Standing Together Weekend to get involved in the difficult but unavoidable work to tackle the menace of violence affecting our young people. Young people deserve to see the good news put into practice! 
Prayer

By Richard Reddie


Lord Jesus, you said that you came to our world so that all “may have life, and have it in abundance.” We think of your promise and lament that tomorrow’s doctors, teachers, lawyers, artists and preachers are often buried in graveyards, incarcerated in prisons or living with life-changing injuries. 

We also lament with families who are left both grieving and traumatised by the death of loved ones. 

So, we want to stand by these families as they struggle to pick up the pieces. We want to show them the love you displayed on the cross; a love that commands us to stand alongside those who have experienced loss, and stand together to transform the communities in which we live. 

Lord, we recognise that as your people, we can no longer ignore this problem, or work on our own to resolve it, because this will not bring about the change we need. 

We thank you Lord, for the excellent work that is already taking place around the country to address serious youth violence, but acknowledge that more must be done. 

So, we ask that you inspire and bless all our efforts to make a difference in the places where we live. May we stand together as care workers, health workers, politicians, teachers, police officers, youth workers and religious leaders and concerned members of the public, and use our God-given talents to tackle an issue that is blighting lives in so many parts of the country. 

Finally, may we be better informed, inspired, energised to take on the task of saving and transforming lives. We know that this will not be easy, but Lord, we are looking to you for the power we need to do this. In this season, inspire us by your sacrificial love to do all we can together to end the death, and bring new hope and peace to our communities. 

This we ask in Jesus’ name,


Government must do more to tackle knife crime

By Les Isaac – Chair – The Ascension Trust 

I believe that the political parties must keep efforts to reduce knife crime on the national agenda. There is little doubt that the latest knife crime figures are shocking. We need them to go down rather than increase. 

I believe that these are not faceless statistics. They represent young men and some women, and also adults who have been injured or fatally wounded from being attacked with a knife. Knife crime has caused our young people to walk the streets in fear. Many are also traumatised. The youth of this nation are looking to the Government to treat this issue with the urgency it deserves.

I welcome all efforts to tackle knife crime, including the introduction of tougher legislation on knife sales and possession, and more police funding for targeted interventions, but that said, more needs to be done to address the root causes, like poverty and inadequate mental health support. 

The fact that legislation, increased policing and implementing of community programmes have not stemmed the rise in knife crime signifies that we need a greater multi-faceted approach to dealing with this issue.


Scripture verses

Isaiah 60:18 NLT- “No longer will violence be heard in your land, nor ruin or destruction within your borders, but you will call your walls Salvation and your gates Praise”

Colossians 3:15 NLT- “And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body, you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful”

Romans 12:21 KJV- “Be not overcome of evil but overcome evil with good.”

Micah 6:8 NKJV- “He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and walk humbly with your God!”




Reflections

By Natalie Walters - Head of JPIC (Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation) Diocese of Southwark



Do you know who I am?

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
    your works are wonderful,
    I know that full well.
Psalm 139:14

Do you know who I am? is often a statement that you might hear where someone feels that their status is being threatened or challenged. This is often done from a place of pride or opposition. But, throughout scripture there are many references to remind us of who we are. In Psalm 139 the chapter refers to the care and time God took to create each and every individual. Each person is perfect, unique but ultimately created in love and with purpose.

In life we may not always agree or see eye to eye but having respect for the person in front of us that was made in the image of God should change the way we respond to each other. When we are frustrated or annoyed or under pressure to show hate or be divided remember that that person is loved and created by God and from that point handle people accordingly.

Discussion
· In what ways can we show love to others with whom we may not always see eye to eye? 
· How can we see others in the image of God?
· Why is it important to understand our own importance and God’s love, so we can see that for someone else?

Prayer
Dear Lord, thank you for making us fearfully and wonderfully. We pray that young and old alike will see the value of the other person and that this will bring change to the violence in our communities.
Amen
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