 Isaiah 60: 18 –‘’Violence will no longer be heard in your land, nor ruin or destruction within your borders. Your walls will be called Salvation and your gates Praise’’
Standing Together

Grace and peace to you all. 
Today, I ask you to focus with me on a simple but urgent call – Standing Together.  We stand together because violence-especially violence against young people has become far too common. And yet, as people we refuse to accept this as normal.  
Isaiah’s Vision
The prophet Isaiah offers us a picture of what God desires for us.
‘’Violence will no longer be heard in your land, nor ruin or destruction within your borders. Your walls will be called Salvation and your gates Praise’’.
This is not wishful thinking – God calls us to imagine and build societies without violence. We can picture communities with social cohesion, and mutual respect. Spaces where young people feel free and safe - at home, in school, on the streets online. A world where parents don’t fear for their children on the way from A-B. This is NOT the world we desire and this is NOT the world our young people desire
The Power of Standing Together
In Isaiah’s vision, the walls are called ‘’Salvation’’ and the gates are called ‘’Praise’’- symbols of shared protection and shared responsibility. We can build these walls and gates today when we:
· Support families
· Create positive places for young people
· Work together across communities and organisations
· Challenge the idea that violence is ‘’normal’’
No one individual or organisation can do this alone.
Hope lies ahead   
Violence exists now, but violence does not have the final word because:
· Hope is not passive
· Hope is active
· Hope is partnership
· Hope is choosing to believe that tomorrow can be different, and working together make it so.
So today, I call on all of us to:
· Stand together for our young people
· Stand together against violence
· Stand together in faith, prayer, and action
Let us build communities, where every child grows up safe, stable, and free from fear.
May God strengthen our resolve, guide our steps, and unite our hearts as we work for a better today and a better tomorrow. 
Let us stand together. And let us stand for life  
God bless you all. 
Lenford (Chairman-Synergy Network)
 
